
òWithout passion, nothing 

would ever change.ó Dr. 

Alberta Pew Baker, President of South 

Shore Community Service Association 

(Bonny Lea Farm) stated in a recent 

interview.  òI developed a passion for 

special needs people especially upon the 

birth of my daughter Bonnie who was 

born with a developmental disability.  

There came a defining moment regarding 

the quality of life for our daughter and 

many others that would lead to a 

significant change in our lives forever.  

When Bonnie was in grade 4  my husband 

David (Co-Founder of Bonny Lea Farm) 

and I were told that she was too 

disruptive in class, and was going to be 

expelled permanently. This was in the 60õs, 

and we were shocked having been in the 

US where special education classes were 

more accessible.  In order to fully 

advocate for my daughter, I returned to 

school to learn about the educational 

system and the needs of children like my 

daughter.  Then my husband and I 

gathered support from friends, families and 

community leaders, primarily Dr. M. Allen 

Gibson, to lobby for funding.  In the 

meantime, we hired a nurse and a teacher 

and set up at the Masonic Lodge in 

Chester.  Eventually we were able to build 

an entire facility, hire more staff and 

provide varied programs and services to 

many special needs children.   
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In the news!  

I have for years greatly admired the cour-

age, determination, love and tolerance 

demonstrated by special needs people as 

they experienced great adversity during 

the days before inclusion.  

Participants at Bonny Lea Farm have been 

engaged in activities of daily living, working,  

recreation, and faith for the past 37 years. 

Participants play an important role in soci-

ety, and are more important within their 

family circle, no longer being isolated as 

was common many years ago. 

Today we are fortunate to have had two 

Department of Community Services minis-

ters who took the time and effort to truly 

absorb the responsibilities of their portfo-

lios in order to better help special needs 

people.   

Bonny Lea Farm has served as a beacon of 

light and initiator of many ideas and pro-

grams that have served as important mod-

els to the broader community.  Without 

passion nothing would change.  Without 

passion there would be no Bonny Lea 

Farm. My deepest gratitude goes to all of 

you who were determined and passionate 

for the rights of special needs people. 

Please keep us in your prayers as 

we continue this important 

work.ó 

Special points of 

interest:  

¶ Christmas in 

the Maritimes 

Concert 

featuring the 

Chester Brass 

Band, Ardyth & 

Jennifer and 

Rachel MacLean 

on Monday, 

November 29th 

7:15 PM at the 

Chester Area 

Middle School 

$15 per person 

 



òQuality of Life and Service Deliveryó 

From the Journal on Developmental Disabilities Vol. 13 Number 3 2007 

Excerpts from the article by Trudy Lynn Gille and Rebecca Renwick  

 

òFamily quality of life is a major issue for families of adults with developmental disabilities. This 

study explores service delivery as an important aspect of quality of life for families with adult chil-

dren who have development disabilities and are living at home. The study revealed the following 

themes: obstacles encountered when accessing services; concerns about the future; accepting ad-

ditional responsibilities; unmet service needs. 

Resources provided by families are critical to the well-being of individuals with developmental dis-

abilities and have a tremendous effect on their quality of life.  Many complex changes in the area of 

service delivery have occurred over the last 20 years.  The move away from institutional to com-

munity living is a notable example.  In Ontario, government services have declined increasing the 

familyõs responsibility of long term care.  In addition, improved nutrition and health care have re-

sulted in a longer life expectancy for individuals with D. D. Consequently, there is a growing popu-

lation of adults with D. D. and increasing numbers of aging parents of these adults.  There are 2 

reasons to link the concept of family quality of life to service provision. 1) programs influence 

quality of life.  2) knowledge of experienced quality of life for these families is needed in order to 

make beneficial changes to the delivery of services. Service delivery includes, but not limited to: 

respite care, day programs and residential services.  Families have complained about lack of coor-

dination of services and long waiting lists.  As a result of long waiting lists parents have little or no 

choice but to care for their adult children at home.  Parents recognize the need for a significant 

increased number of high quality residential facilities and the critical need for respite care.  In-

creased availability, appropriate to each familyõs needs and a better choice of services would con-

tribute to family quality of life.  When families did utilize appropriate services they reported posi-

tive effects on the lives of their adult children and on their families as a whole.ó 

 

David and his parents Ira and Brenda have relied upon the resi-

dential and vocational services provided at Bonny Lea Farm for 

several years.  We have had many inquiries from families in need 

of services, but unfortunately, we do not have the capacity to 

accommodate more people into our residential program at this 

time.  We do provide respite care.  For more information, please 

contact Doug Spafford at 275-5622 


